
portation for Virgin Islanders.
Just a few months ago, Antilles Air Boats celebrated

its 15th anniversary, making it the oldest airline in
continuous service to the people of the Virgin Islands.
During those 15 years, Antilles logged 378,492 flights,
carried over 2.7 million passengers; its annual cargo load

now totals 2 million pounds a year. That original invest-
ment of $10,000 skyrocketed until today Antilles is
valued at $4 million in real estate and equipment. The

airline employs 132 with a payroll that will come close

to the $2 million mark by 1980.

from important documents weighing only a few ounces

to machinery - reach their destinations quickly. Tourists

and residents alike can spend the morning shopping in
Charlotte Amalie and be in Christiansted or Road Town

in time for lunch. It is this kind of quick, convenient,

reliable service that promotes commerce, facilitates

business and encourages inter-island pleasure travel.

In short, it allows the Virgin Islands to function as a

community of islands.

As precious as the time saved, however, is the land

and environment protected. Because seaplanes use water

Air Boats has so long een atectionate

Virgin Islanders, is ready to launch a new era of even
bigger and better service. Five 15-passenger Grumman

Mallards have already replaced the Gooses as the back-

bone of the daily air service and new, larger aircraft are

scheduled to be added to the fleet in the near future.

Daily flights to various destinations served will be added
to meet increasing needs. After 15 years, the "Goose" is
still getting bigger and better every day, in every way.
And it all began with one man, one Goose and a dream

of what could be.

TheDream of Captain Charles F. Blair
In 1963 Captain Charles F. Blair, already a famed

aviator, put $10,000 down on a Grumman Goose, hired

five employees and started an airline. With that modest
investment and a dream about convenient, economical
downtown-to-downtown air service, Capt. Blair built

Antilles Air Boats into the largest seaplane service in
the world and the mainstay of inter-island air trans

Antilles Air Boats contributions to the Virgin Islands

economy go well beyond its impact as an employer,

however. Its convenient downtown-to-downtown service

has made it the major transportation link among the

islands. Inter-island business trips that once consumed at

least a full day in travel time now can be completed in

under an hour, round trip. Cargo -including everything

as their runway, they require no large tracts ot valuable

real estate. And, at the same time, they can still provide

that all-important downtown-to-downtown service. In

the Virgin Islands where land for development is at a

premlum, Antilles Air Boats economical use of land is

an advantage that's difficult to over-estimate.
With 15 years under its belt, the "Goose" as Antilles

Serving The Virgin Islands
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AAB President Maureen O'Hara Blair, shown here with her

husband, the late Capt. Charles F. Blair, founder of the airline.

Like him, she has come to love seaplanes and the Virgin Islands
and plans see that Antilles grows bigger and better.

--really good, family-type roles,. 1
mean--got fewer and fewer,

she explained, "I just lost in-
terest. Besides I was so busy

here in St. Croix, and then Charlie

and I dida good deal of travelling.
too.

For someone who once caused

the pilot to consider an emergency

landing because she was so airsick,

book-lined. memento-filled office
that was her husbands.' Between
consultants with her manage-

ment team and an ever-ringing
telephone, she talked about her
career.

who worked their way up the
ranks. Did Mrs. Blair ever use her

influence to promote the role of

women in the Antilles operation?
"No indeed," she emphasized.

PLEASING THE PUBLIC

"There's really very little

difference between my 'other

career and this one. Before, I

"They got where they are be-
cause of hard work and compe-
tence. Charlie hired women in

top positions from day one. Mary
(Continued on Page 10)

in those s sne succeenen dropped to their khees im nomage
out-maneuvering Douglas to her daring and agility. These
Fairbanks, Jr., out-talking Wayne, days, however, she's gone from

never discouraged her; in fact, he

accompanied her on location and.

while she filmed, he concentrated

on his writing. Nevertheless, he
was the first to admit he wasn't

about to watch her movie love

scenes even on late-night TV.
In deference to him, she re-

fused roles requiring her to
'romance" the leading man.

As her involvement with Antilles

grew. Mrs. Blair eventually
began to accept fewer and fewer
films. "The roles for women

anu working wiun hi at Anttlles,
she came to share his enthusiasm
for seaplanes and his conviction
that they are the "commuters''of

the future. That interest led her to

considerable research. Today she

is one of the most knowledgeable
and articulate spokesperson for

seaplanes and their potential in
commercial service (see her

article on the future of the seaplane

on page 12).

As president of Antilles, she

spends a busy work week in the

that people return again and

again.

That she is among the elite
number of women to serve as chief

executive of an airline is a fact that

Mrs. Blair accepts -- and promptly
dismisses in favor of another

related subject. "Do you realize,"
she asked, that women hold
several key positions with Antilles
that are held almost exclusively

by men in other scheduled air-

lines? AAB's director of traffic

and sales, its mager of sales and
manager of traffic are all women

Today, Mrs. Blair has aban-

doned her film career in favor of

a new one as president of Antilles

Air Boats. At an age when she

could sit back on her laurels and

enjoy nothing more strenuous

than being a grandmother, Mrs.
Blair has chosen the difficult
task of running an airline, which

is about the only thing she never
did in her 55 films in which she

played everything from a pirate to
the mother of an unmanageable

brood of kids.

affecting Antilles. That is to bе ех-

pected from the actress who

rarely used a double for such
stunts as diving head first into the
mud, swinging from the yardarm

of a pirate ship or jumping three
stories into a haystack.

In an article in Films and

Filming, writer Julian Fox

recounts how, on one occasion,

Mrs. Blair leapt from the
battlements of a movie set and

began fencing upon impact with
three stuntmen who promptly

tions. She's been an active
participant at the management
level almost since the day she
married its founder, the late Capt.

Charles Blair, in 1968. After

serving as a member of the board
of directors, she became vice-

president and, then, after Capt
Blair's death, succeeded him as

president.
Early in their marriage she

managed to keep two careers going

although she restricted her film-

making to one movie per year.
Proud of her success. Capt, Blair

Mrs. Blair consults with Charles Freehling, chief inspector in
Antilles maintenance department. In her role as president of the

company, Mrs. Blair actively participates in all phases of the
Antilles' operation. She is a familiar figure to employees and
passengers alike at the airlines' St. Croix terminal head-
quarters.

in-

Mrs. Blair adjusted quickly to sold seats in movie theatres.Now I
being the wife of one of the world's sell seats in seaplanes. Both
most travelled pilots. After flying volve pleasing the public; both re-

all over the world with Capt. Blair quire performing my job so well

On Most Demanding Role
One of the hazards of being a film

star is that people expect the

private person to be just like the

characters they portray on the big
screen. In the case of Maureen

O'Hara Blair, however, the public

is not to be disappointed. She is just
as out-spoken and strong-willed
in real life as she ever was in
dealing with the likes of John
Wayne.

and out-talking the likes of
Hollywood's most talkative Irish-
man, Barry Fritzgerald. That she
too is Irish didn't hurt, of course.

Today, she runs Antilles Air
Boats' operations with the same
in-the-thick-of-things attitude

that made her a favorite among
her co-stars rog film crews. Never

one to sit on the sidelines, she is

involved in every major decision

fencing to tackling the tough
problems associated with running
an efficient and growing airline.
Although she has been president of
Antilles less than a year, she's as
much in the middle of the seaplane
operations as she ever was on the
screen

NO NEWCOMER

Actually Mrs. Blair is no
newcomer to the Antilles opera-

On this historic occasion, I salute Antillen Al
Boats and earnestly wish this airline suecess
Its future endeavor

Best

Juan Luis
Governor

effort to expand wh cady an out standine record
servie

erely.

Mel anvans, M.C

through your efforts. We are proud to have counted him as a citizen of
the Virgin Islands, and equally proud of your courage and your dedication
in carrying on this vital service for the people of the Virgin Islands.

You have our wholchearted support and our sincerest best wishes
for your continued sucсевя.

Sincerely.

Spirited Irish Actress Takes

Elmo D. Roebuck

Presiden
Thirteenth Legialature

Mrs. Maureen O'Hara Blair
President
Antilles Air Boat s
West Seaplane Kamр
Christiansted, St. Croix, v.1. 00920

Dear Mrs. Blgir

On behalf of the people of the Vingin Islands.
would like to offer my heartiest congratulations
to Antilles Air Boats for 15 years of continued
service to these islands

We are proud to share in the observanceot thi
signiflcant milestone in thehistory ofvi
Isiands fisory of
Islands firmwhich has nade many nmeaningf
tributions to the lives of all of us

Antilles Air Boats has carried 2.7 lllic passengers »
delivered tons of cargo, and provided esployment
opportunities. It has provided a benetieial
nection enabling the residents of all three lstandsnection enabling the residentsof three
to come together and permitting visitors tо ври
rience inter-island life.

Antil

Dea

to Antilles Air Boats on the ohser your

sary of service to the Virrin Isiands c

Antilles Air Boats, under the leadership of the
Charles F. Blair lsged

eco cnt of che Virgl

the avaitsbility of Inter-1s

Mre. Charies Blair, President
Antilles Air Boat, Ine.

West Seaplane Ramр

Christianated, S. Croix,

Dear Blair:

behalf of th Thirteenth Legislatur

delighted to congratulate you on the fifteenth anniversary of Antulles
Air Boats and to wish you every success for the futu

pioncered a unique Virgin Island
and forged a new link between our islands that has been invaluabы

tourism industry. Even portantly, Astilles
Air has been an

is grateful to you and your late husband fo cspirit and fo
your enthusiastic promotion of our isiand
world,

Our celebration of this anmiversary is only marred abaence
of Captain Blair, but his spirit and his love of the airline lives on

AAB-2
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THOMAS

Congress of the Anlted tates
Wouse of Representatibes

Mashingion, D.C. 20515

ELMO D. ROEBUCK
Menber Dur

February 21. 1979



that has stuck throughout the
years.

At the end of its first year of
operation, the little airline was
firmly established. It had flown a
total of 10,000 passengers between
St. Thomas and St. Croix and plans
were underway to add a St.
Thomas-San Juan run to the
schedule. At the heart of the

inaugural flight to St. Thomas.
The first office for the new

airline (which consisted of exactly
one plane--N95467) was in Wendy
Hilty's Kings Alley Hotel office and

the passengers were loaded by
rowboat into the aircraft which

was anchored in the harbor. Bunny
also recalls landing in St. Thomas
in front of the oid Carousel Bar and

St. Croix's Maggie Hart ran the
old ticket office on St. Thomas

back in 1965 when it was nothing
but a red and white wooden shanty
near the old lumber yard on
Veteran's Drive. She remembers
one colorful character who was

overly fond of indulging in
alcoholic spirits. Each morning he
would tak 'p his station next to

prestige to piten in and heip when ice for the many crews engaged in
she was tied up on the teletype. She the building boom of the sixties.
remembers several occasions Right next door to our office an
when then-First Lady Bert island institution popular to this
Paiewonsky would pick up the day soon opened. Sir Aubrey's
jangling phone, saying in her most Pig's Ear quickly became known
official voice "Antilles Air Boats. as the Air Boats Annex and billed

May I help you?" itself as "The World's Largest
The St. Croix ramp too attracted Airport Terminal Restaurant -

its share of interesting personages, Serving a Thousand People (10 at a
both local and from afar. time)."On one (Continued on Page 8)

he was flying with a cabin full of

passengers. Then on a "flying"
vacation from Pan Am, he made it

official with five employees and
turned the Goose into a bona fide

airline he called Antilles Air Boats.
That was February 5, 1964.

Between his stints with Pan Am,
Capt. Blair returned home to look
after his airline and to fly the
Goose. It was in those early days

that Virgin Islanders dubbed
Antilles Air Boats simply "The
Goose," an affectionate nickname

you may be presently.

Take Bunny Olsen, for example.
Her claim to fame is that she holds
the first ticket ever issued by the

company back in February 1964
and of course she was on board the

Mallard at this year's birthday
celebration when that first flight
was re-enacted. A blonde blue-eyed

dazzler, Bunny first met Capt.
Charles F. Blair when he flew Pan

Am props into Bermuda many

years ago. After moving to St.
Croix it was only natural she would
want to climh aboard that

Bunny, too, who designed the
handsome gold "Goose" charm
worn by so many loyal Air Boats

ladies today.

For ticket agents in the early
days there were almost no limits

on what we were called upon to do
since all of us had to handle the

four "p's" -- passengers, pilots,
planes and packages - at one time
or another. You might add another
"p" to the list too, since "people"
of all kinds have always been a

part of the rich Air Boats
snectrum

some passengers wlo wele nsan
big time amenities such as Red
Caps when they travelled.
She recalls too, that many lady

tourists in those days dressed most

properly for travel in white gloves,
hats and patent leather shoes.

They presented an odd sight, she
says, as they bobbed out to the

Goose in the rowboats, straddling
their luggage which was then
loaded by the pilot into the nose of
the plane.

Maggie says it wasn't at all

uncommon for passengers of

wny shoud 1? There was no need

o leave Frederiksted."to

In 1966 a new ramp had been
built at the end of the recently
completed Pan Am Pavilion and a
modern ticket office replaced the

small wood building which then
became our first full-fledged cargo
office. Prior to that time the area
had been a lumber yard. Across
the access road which was
unpaved there was an ice house
where the Caravelle Arcade is now

and each morning the construction
trucks lined the road to fill up with

was small, only one pilot and 10
passengers, as well as sturdy and
reliable. Used by the Navy as an
air patrol in World War II, the
Goose was well-tested by time and
duty. What's more, it could cruise
with ease into and out of almost

any sheltered stretch of water. No

more hassles for Capt. Blair, he
simply flew from downtown-to-
downtown whenever he had
occasion to travel between the two
islands.

It didn't take people long to
catch on to a good thing uр оon

Several Flew Over the Goose's Nest
The Heretofore Unpublisheр

Memoirs of an Ex-Ticket Agent)

By Liz Wilson

Put two former Antilles Air

Boats employees together - any
two- and it's memory time right
away. But more than that, once

you have worked for the Air Boats,
you automatically become a
member of the family and those
ties are binding no matter where

being met by boatman Fred
Romney who today is the veteran
employee of the company.

Each year to commemorate that

occasion, no matter where she

happens to be (and she lives part
time in the Azores), Bunny sends
flowers and other appropriate
tributes to the airline which she
calls "the finest and most fun

anywhere in the world." It was

the office wearing battered top hat
and full dress formal "tails,"
greeting startled passersby and
loudly declaiming passages from
Shakespeare.

Maggie, in those days, lived a
hazardous life, since at times when
Romney was busy with the aircraft
she had to stagger across the
highway dodging traffic as she
lugged cargo and suitcases for

occasion I was engaged in
conversation with an elderly
gentleman who was watching the
arriving and departing planes with
some curiosity. He told me he was
from Frederiksted and it was his
first visit to Christiansted in 20
years. I expressed surprise and

asked him why he visited so
infrequently. His response was a
shrug of the shoulder as he said

Christiansted harbor from his
home above the town, Capt. Blair
decided to buy himself a seaplane.
Why not, he thought, use the calm
and convenient waters of Chris-
tiansted and Charlotte Amalie
harbors to fly downtown-to-down-
town?

Experienced in every type of
aircraft including seaplanes, Capt.
Blair knew exactly the kind of
aircraft for his needs - a Grumman
Goose. Capt. Blair chose the Goose
for some very special reasons, It

besides the waiting seaplanes.
Fortunately, amphibians like the
Goose can manage quite well with
a small ramp or even a groomed
beach and, with a few years, the
seaplanes were taxiing straight
from their water landings onto the
terra firma and passengers were
using stairways instead of whalers
to board the planes.
Among the first ramps construc-

ted was one Capt. Blair laughingly
called the "smallest airport in the

of what isis now known as Pan Am

Alley in Christiansted.

Another development of the first
years was mail transport. It
actually began in an off-handed
manner when people with urgent

letters or small packages began to
ask Antilles captains to carry an
occasional item between the

islands. That informal and modest

beginning soon mushroomed into a

legitimate mail service.

Like any new, growing business,

dent Maureen O'Hara Blair com-
mented, "It created a stimulus for

husiness, and tourism. Hotels were

b.ng built, tourists could move
easily from island to island. Swift
travel also was provided for cargo
as well as people, and for papers
such as bank documents. For

instance, the computer operation
which later served the bulk of the

payrolls in the Virgin Islands
had--and still has -- its keypunch
operation in St. Thomas and its

computers in St. Croix. Materials

running the airline. At his right
hand was an able helper, his wife
and Antilles' executive vice

president, Maureen O'Hara Blair.
She, too, began to share his
far-sighted dream of downtown-to-

downtown service not only in the

Virgin Islands but between such
major metropolitan areas as New
York and Boston where airports
are so far from the business areas

that taxi-time exceeds air-time.

(Continued on page 6)

more nke 400 mmesisiallus se

instead of just 45. At that time,
Capt. Blair was still chief pilot for
Pan American Airlines (for more
details of his impressive career

(see story on page 5) and
commuted regularly from the
Virgin Islands to the origination
points for his around-the-world

flights. And hewas accustomed to
getting from here to there by the
quickest, most convenient routes.

After a while, his impatience
gave birth to an idea. One day
while enjoying the view of

joined by efficient, convenient and
economical service. It was a
dream that would persist and
grow.

THE EARLY YEARS
It wasn't all convenience in

those early days but it was fun
even with the Boston Whalers

which, before the ramps were
built, carried some 65,000 people to
and from the Goose. It required
precise timing -- and oftenagood
sense of humor - to embark and

debark without loss of dignity as
the little boate bobbod in tho

EICALBUR

ANTILLES AIR BOATS

Excalibur VII, one of a total of eight aircraft flown by Blair to
bear the name, was AAB's first plane. Above, Capt. Marius
Lodeesen (left) and Capt. Blair check the aircraft out.

in AAB was a boon to the local

con- economy. "Antilles brought the
islands together," airline Presi-

world," a 67 x 100 foot ramp
Christiansted. Prior to its

struction Antilles landed at the end

Islanders who dominated the

manifests. The islands' business

areas, once 45 miles and often

hours apart, were at last within a
few minutes commuting time. In
fact, with the Goose, it took (and

still takes) less time to fly between

St. Thomas and St. Croix that it
does to drive across either.

THE GROWING YEARS

Over the next several years

AAB grew, Capt. Blair retired
from Pan Am, and, at the age of 60,
began to devote full time to

Charles Blair didn'tCapt. come

to the Virgin Islands with the idea
of starting an airline. It just
happened one day when he got
tired of the inconvenience of trying
to get from St. Croix to St. Thomas
without spending half a day in the
effort.

airlines growth was the conve-
nience of downtown-to-downtown

service. No taxis, no airport rush,
no long delays on runways.

All profit from the operations

When he moved to St. Croix in

1961, the only air transportation
between the islands was limited, at
best. Inadequate service and

out-of-the-way airports often made
the distance between the two

were plowed back into the
company, a practice that continues
today. Blair did not initiate airline

service as a personal money-ma-
king scheme, It grew from the
desire to make inter-island com-

muting easier, into a dream of

turning the Virgin Islands into a
single community of islands,

must pass back and forth quickly

and efficiently: Antilles provides
that service.

The impact on the islands was

impossible to measure in dollars

and cents alone. Business people
1o had previously limited their

inier-island contact with associ-

ates to letters, unreliable telephone

connections and an occasional trip,

were travelling back and forth
regularly in the course of a
business day. While tourists also
used the airlines, it was Virgin

AAB-3

IT ALL BEGAN WITH ONE PILOT,
ONE PLANE AND FIVE EMPLOYEES



Captains George Ruddell, Ronald Gillies and Bob Scott. Capt. William Mable Capt. Donald McDermott

MABLE

Capt. Mable had his first flying
experiences in gliders. It wasn't
until he was sixteen that he started

flying powered aircraft. At the age

launched by pilot controlled F-80
jets. Before joining Antilles, he
worked with Bell on an automatic

landing system for the Navy and
Air Force.

Gillies and his brother started a

maintenance operation. He later

joined Ansett Airlines which
originally owned the two Sandring
hams now in the Antilles fleet.

Capt. m 1as 13,300 uy
ing hours to his credit and prefers

seaplanes to other commercial

aircraft because "It's real flying..
and fun.

ROBERTR.SCOTT
Like Lincoln, Capt. Scott retired

from the Air Force as a colonel.

2

Capt. Brian Lincoln

certainly had in mind the six men
who today are Antilles Air Boats'

senior pilots -- Captains William

Mable, Ronald Gilles, Donald
McDermott, Robert Scott, George
Ruddell and Brian Lincoln. With

an average of over 35 years
flying experience each, in just
about everything with wings.
Antilles' senior pilots are indeed

an impressive group. Following
is a brief synopsis of each pilot's
career:

in airlifting cargo and troops to
Europe. Jets were next on his list of
aircraft and during World War II

he flew with the 4th Fighter Group
out of England. After a brief hiatus
from the military, he returned to

serve with a defense squadron in
Japan which flew missions over
Korea. Once back in the U.S., he

was assigned to a rescue squadron
flying the Grumman Albatross
(Antilles has four of these

aircraft). Later he joined Bell
Aircraft as an engineering test
pilot to test air-to-surface missles

flying naturally as son of one of the
founding members, of the Austra-

lian Air Force. During World War
II. he commanded an Australian

squadron, which was attached to

the Royal Air Fofce. He was in
charge of 400 mep who flew the
Sunderlands, the military version

of the Sandringham. During the
war, his squadron's duty was to
hunt German U Boats He later
became senior controller of the

Southern Coastal Command based

at Plymouth, then returned to
Australia, After the war, Capt.

youngest of the Antilles senior
pilots at 35 years of age. Son of a

Pan American pilot and colleague
of Capt. Blair's, he soloed at age
20. He first became interested in

seaplanes during a brief stint as
co-pilot with Antilles following his
graduation from flight school in
1964. During the following few
years he instructed in New York

and New Jersey and then flew

air-taxi service in New Jersey.

Ten years ago he rejoined Antilles
Air Boats as a pilot-in-command.

ISSTQUs. He later commanded the

510th Tactical Fighter Squadron at
Langley Air Force Base in
Virginia. During that period, he set
an official U.S. transcontinental
speed record in a F-84 Thunder-

(Continued on Page 91

Capt MoDo

Antilles Air Boats, in exchange
for 63,300 shares of its Class A

International, Inc. announced that

the corporation had acquired
approximately 97% of the out-
standing common stock of
Antilles Air Boats in exchange for

there will be no change in man-
agement or operation of the
Virgin Islands airline.

"I will remain as president.

And all of our employees and I
look forward to fulfilling the plans
and dreams of Capt. Charles F.

(Continued on Page 9

The Most Professional Gang in the Caribbean
RONALD GILLIESCapt. Blair once described his

pilots as the "most professional

gang in the Caribbean." When he
made that statement. he most

of 21, he joined the Royal Canadian
Air Force. then was called back to
the U.S. as an instructor in a

glider program designed to assist

An Australian Air Force veteran,

Capt. Gilles a Vice-President.

DONALD MCDERMOTT
Capt. Gillies came by his love of

Also a veteran of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam, Capt. Scott
flew more than 300 combat

Capt. Don McDermott is the

Helping make Antilles fly (clockwise from upper left): Paul Holt, vice-president, finance; John
Wagner, new director of maintenance; Robert DeLugo, St. Croix scheduling manager; Juan
Murphy, San Juan sales manager; and Noreen Gillies, traffic manager and St. Thomas station man-
ager. Three of AAB's senior pilots also hold administrative positions, Captains Brian Lincoln,
Ronald Gillies, and Robert Scott.

B

Left to right, AAB's Ginny Angus and Julie Rasmussen with President
Maureen O'Hara Blair. Mrs. Angus is director of sales and traffic and
Mrs. Rasmussen is manager of sales.

Resorts International

Antilles New Owners
On April 23, James M. Crosby,

chairman of the board of Resorts

International, Inc. acquired

approximately 97% of the out-
stock of

63,300 shares of its Class A

Common Stock

In a joint statement he and
Antilles Air Boats president
Maureen O'Hara Biair said that

AAB-4

Meet Some of the Folks

Who Keep Antilles Flying









as loudly as possible and then
personally cajole the passengers,

usually our sister St. Thomians, to

board their aircraft for the flight

home. If we didn't, the telephone
wires would have been sizzling that

night and we didn't feel up to

explaining to families 45 miles

away where their errant relatives
were.

there was a sudden commotion

behind him. The gunny sacks were
rolling around the aisle with legs
and small snouts poking out as
several young pigs attempted to
extricate themselves from confine-
ment. The ramp agents had
neglected to inform him that his

"barbecue pigs" had not yet been
barbecued!

another wave flowed in and down

the ramp went Mable, still
desperately tugging at the sea born
plane. Meanwhile, dignitaries and
special guests were engaged
elsewhere and did not notice the

sudden pilotless departure of their
aircraft or the fact that Mable by

this time was swimming to keep up
with it!

re very
all.

Color
And I could regale you with

stories on into the night, but maybe

it's best to stop right here. Let the
new and younger employees at
Antilles Air Boats start recording
their memories to add to the now

published memoirs of a former
AAB ticket agent.

Ray Miles

Ken Christopher

Printing

Reproduction

V.I. Daily News

B.R.V. Rao

PHOTOGRAPHҮ

Fritz Henle Covers; pp. 2, 3,5,
6, 7,8, 10, 11

pp. 2,4,8,9, 10
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St. Thomas Ramp agent Fred
Romney in the Boston Whaler he
used to ferry people to and from

the Goose. Mr. Romney is one of
AAB's first employees.

definitely informal. It wasn't at all
unusual to discover at flight time,
particularly in late afternoon, that

all of the passengers were enjoying
themselves in Sir Aubrey's
emporium. This meant that we
often had to walk into the
restaurant to announce the flight

chatted on as if nothing unusual
had occurred.

Senior pilot Capt. Bill Mable

reminisced recently about one
nusual cargo load he carried

when he was flying to St. Croix
without passengers on board.
Several large gunny sacks contain-
ing what he was told were
"barbecue pigs" had been placed
in the rear of the plane and

"Iggle," as he is know to everyone,
says he was just flying along
minding his own business, when

quite the opposite was the
inaugural flight to San Juan. There
were large ground swells in the
harbor that day and aircraft 901

was perched on the ramp ready for
the historic take-off when several

large waves churned up onto the
ramp. When they receded they also

took the chocks blocking the
wheels right out to sea.

asking "When does the next duck
leave?" Another island visitor
asked Helen of Croix "Where does

the frog take off from?" And when

she gently reminded her inquirer
that the Goose departed from the

nearby ramp, the tourists was
hear I to mutter "Oh well, I knew it

was some kind of amphibian."

You guessed it. The plane, with
no one aboard, started to slide
down the incline into the water.

Capt. Mable grabbed the plane to
retard its departure but just then

Those were indeed the good old
days for many of us -- those years
in the mid-sixties when something
of a frontier charted by visionary
Charles F. Blair lay before us --
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reported they were among the best
behaved passengers he ever had!

Speaking of dogs, one illustrious
wife of a local VIP often travelled

with her tiny poodle in a basket
which she placed on the ticket
counter as she checked in. I usually

gave the dog a pat as I went about
my business and one day I
absentmindedly reached my hand

inside the basket but quickly
withdrew it in some embarrass-

ment. I was patting a wig, not a
cute little poodle. Hopefully, she
did not notice my error since we

bag on the counter as he checked
in. The handsome creature seemed

a bit confused at first and then,

perhaps thinking the enemy was
nearby, he started flapping his

wings, jumping, scuffling anp
pecking away at all the tickets and
manifests until the place was in an

uproar with papers flying and
everyone scurrying for cover. I
never heard if he won his fight but
he should have.

Another occasion which should
have been dignified but turned out

maneuvered up the ramp.

Unfortunately, when it came

time to take 40 Romeo ashore to

park it for the night, Mary
neglected to tell the pilot she was

still tied onto the aircraft. Up the
ramp he roared and right behind

him was Mary zooming across the
concrete in the Boston whaler.

Antilles Air Boats passengers

often seemed to prefer calling the
seaplane anything but a Goose and
former public relations head Fran
Smith remembers one New Yorker

auty tincluding alf and ground

time between flights) no more than

14 hours per day. Mallard pilots
and co-pilots can fly no more than

10 hours per day and can be on duty
no more than 14 hours. All pilots.
both pilots-in-command and co-

pilots must have a minimum of 10

hours rest between duty periods.

The qualifications for co-pilots
are somewhat different. Although

a co-pilot must be fully capable and
qualified to take over command of
an aircraft at any time, it is his or

(Continued on page 9)

wide is at ramp 1o

benediction, blessing everyone in take-off.
sight

those early days of Antilles
Air Boats the operation was

I did a double take, not believing
my eyes. Each window on the
starboard side clearly showed its

occupant inside -- one a collie,
another a shepherd and the third a

large poodle. They say that dogs
often resemble their owners and I
concur. That day those dogs looked
as natural as any human about to

fly to St. Thomas. Of course, that

was 13 years ago but I'll never
forget those doggies in the windows
and the fact that the pilot later

office on their hands, their long
arms struck through the bars and
carrying their cages on their
backs. As he reflected, he might

have had a real start if they had
reached up into the cockpit and
tickled his toes while he was flying.

why the pilot's seat was filled with
water.

It wasn't at all unusual for

poultry to fly the Goose, particular-
ly on weekends when cock fighting
aficionados came through from

Vieques or Fajardo on the way to
the big bout. One time a man
insisted on showing me his prize
rooster removing it from a burlan

Mary Simpson, our boss lady and
to this day a member of AAB's

board of directors, was always

quick to react to any sudden

"outside duty." One late afternoon,
again during heavy seas, the

planes were being switched around
on the tiny Pan Am Pavilion air
drome and Mary was in the Boston

whaler with a line tied to the rear

of good old 40 Romeo helping to
keep the aircraft to one side of the
aporoach while other planes

landings which must be carried out
to the complete satisfaction of the

instructor. Only then does the pilot

qualify as an Antilles Air Boats'
pilot-in-command.

As of a few weeks ago, Antilles'
16 captains had an average of
12,906 flying hours each. o It takes
a long time to build up those hours,
too, sincea captain averages

a maximum of only 85 hours per
month. Pilots-in-command of a

Goose fly a maximum of eight
hours in any one day and can be on

of here" and commenced to attack

the aircraft by spraying red paint
on the fusilage until he was

persuaded the plane meant him no
harm.

Sales Supervisor Helen Mattice,
better known as "Helen of Croix,"

remembers another visitor who
told her his name was "Jesus

Christ." He was so insistent that

there was nothing she could do but
write the name onhis ticket. Later

when she called the flight, he
mounted the plane steps, threw

was being held in St. Thomas that
afternoon and one plane was

booked by dog fanciers from St.
Croix who had all been instructed

to keep their pets on tight rein. The

passenger list had an unusual
flavor with such names as Rob of

Trelawney and Tolkien's Lord
Strider. I never found out if it was

by design or mere happenstance
but after I had gone aboard to seе
that everyone was safely buckled
in and under control I stood to one
side of the tarmac to watch as the

Another time, a former St.

Thomas pilot reported he felt verу
foolish one day after giving orders
that two young caged baboons
should be loaded into the nose hold

of the plane. It seems he later saw

them walking around the cargo

Somehow he managed to climb
aboard, start the engines and bring
the errant aircraft back onto the

apron. Later after the inaugural
flight proceeded without further

mishap, Capt. Blair remarked that

he simply could not understand

Mary Simpson, (left) and Fran Smith chat with Capt. Blair. Ms.

Simpson, a member of the AAB board of directors, once took an
unexpected ride in a Boston Whaler. Both she and Ms. Smith

were employed in top positions in the airlines early days.

aviation."

In addition, captains must have

an airline transport pilot rating, as
well as multi-engine land and

multi-engine sea ratings. With
those credentials in hand, a new

pilot then enters the Antilles

training program.

"We have a very rigorous and
vigorous training program for the

new pilot under the instruction of

one of Antilles' six senior pilots."
Capt. Scott continued. That

concludes with theprogram 200

frequented the Pig's Ear, among
them a man from the states who

had recently taken up residence on
the island, evidently on the advice
of his hometown doctor. Most of the

time he kept to himself, puttering
around with carpenter's tools and

doing odd jobs for Sir Aubrey. One
day, for some reason, the loud roar
of the airplane engines seemed to
provoke him unduly, and after
watching one Goose lumber up out
of the water he could stand no

more. Grabbing a spray can of red
paint, he ran out shouting "Get out

animals as well as people and in
the initial of the airlinedays

residents were allowed to board

the plane accompanied by their

dogs -- if they promised to behave.

However, since some passengers
preferred animals at a distance we

soon devised a chain gate to fit
across the aft cargo area thus
allowing dogs and owners to see

each other during the flight.
Prior to that time however, I

would have given anything to have
had a camera when I was on duty
one Sunday morning A dog show

controls of an Antilles Air Boat had

better be prepared to present a
pretty impressive set of creden-
tials and then pass some
strenuous tests, to boot.

"We require about 5,000 hours

flying time in heavy aircraft and 20
years experience as an aviator,

explained Capt. Bob Scott, a vice
president and chief pilot for
Antilles. "We also favor former

military pilots because we feel the

discipline and judgmentt deve-
loped during military service is a
distinct alus in commercial
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Many colorful personalities The informality extended to

AAB Maintains

High Standards
For All Pilots
Anyone who wants to sit at the



credit. He also received a Soldier's

Medal after he and another man

pulled a pilot from a crash. After

World War II Capt. Ruddell joined

the first jet group in the U.S. to fly
P-80s and then commanded a

squadron of F-84s. He volunteered
for Korea where he flew F-84s in

years and ultimately became
director of operations for the Fifth
Air Force in Japan. Capt. L.incoln

flew just about every aircraft the
Air Force had to offer, including

the F-105. before joining Antilles
Air Boats. Capt Lincoln is now

a vice-president of the company.

is not a must for co-pilots.

however, "we look for young
people with the proper credentials
and an avowed interest in

aviation." Capt. Scott explained.

Younger. properly trained and
qualified co-pilots, along with the

older. more experienced pilots is
the balance we seek, he concluded.

single engine aircraft to a giant

airliner to the most sophisticated
of fighter jets. During his flying
career, he amassed a total of well

over 45,000 hours of flying time
which translates into about five

years at the controls of an aircraft

When he retired from the military
he had served a total of 34 years in

including casinos, in New Jersey
and the Bahamas, also owns

Chalk's International Airline, Inc.
Chalk's, also a seaplane oper-
ation, provides scheduled and

charter amphibious service from
downtown Miami, Florida, to

Bimini, Cat Cay and Paradise
Island in the Bahamas.

Cross with five Oak Leaf Clusters.

the Air medal with fifteen Oak Leaf

Clusters and the national Defese

Service Medal with one Bronze

Service Star. Capt. Scott is a
a vice-president of Antilles.

GEORGE RUDDELL

Capt. Ruddell also began his
flying career about the time World

War II started. He, too, is a veteran

of numerous combat missions with

many Silver Stars and Distin-
mishod Elying Crd

years early to join the Antilles Air
Boats flight staff. Veteran of well

over 100 combat missions in Korea.

Capt. Lincoln later served as air
advisor to the South Vietnamese.

PILOTS: HIGH STANDARDS

(Continued from page 8)

After Vietnam he served at the

Pentagon as a special military
advisor on the Middle East. His

particular duty was to advise

senior staff up to and including the
President on Mideast hot-spots.

her hours of flying in the
"right-hand" seat that provides
the co-pilot with the very
necessary experience that leads to

a pilot-in-command position.

Antilles requires that a co-pilot
(also referred to as first officer)

have a commercial pilot and
instrument rating. as well as

multi-engine sea and multi-engine
land ratings

The Pentagon desk job limited his

flying to weekends, however, so he
requested a transfer, after two Prior military flying experience

"He was a role model of the

young men of our generation, and
it was an exciting day when he flew
with us....I will always remember

th tall, calm guy who told us we
were great pilots.

There's little doubt that Charles

F. Blair will be remembered for a

long. long time to come. Added to
his list of aviation "first" and his
contributions to the nation's

military defense are such awe-
some statistics as 1,600 crossings of
the Atlantic in eveything from a

ed, '"which is the reason the com-
pany has been able to grow
steadily over the years.

Pointing out that airlines are a

capital intensive business, she
said that the infusion of new fund-

ing would permit Antilles to keep
ahead of the ever-increasing de-
mands for services and to retain

its leadership role in the develop-
ment of the islands.

Resorts International, which is

principally engaged in the owner-
ship, development and operation
of tourist and resort facilities

All-Smallest to Biggest
(Continued fom Page 4)

streak. Active in the F-105
development program from its

outset, Capt. Scott was the official
test pilot for the F-105 and F-107
flight test programs. He later
commanded the Air Force's first

operational F-105 squadron. Не
holds two degrees in aeronautical
engineering and received many
decorations for his combat service

including the Distinguished Flying

BRIAN LINCOLN

A former c olonel, Capt. Lincoln
retired from the Air Force two

combat and later commanded a

F-104 wing. After his tour of duty in
Vietnam, Capt. Ruddell was made
assistant director of operations at

the headquarters of the 9th Air
Force in South Carolina. He, too, is

a retired Air Force colonel.

imagine that. He was the best pilot
I'd ever flown with;" the young
girl who struck up a conversation
with Capt. Blair one day when she

flew the Goose with him, only to
later find out that "he was
probably the most famous pilot in

the world -- and I just walked right
up to him. He had one of those

faces, you know, the kind of person
who you knew was going to be
nice." But it perhaps is the letter
from a former World War II pilot
that says it best:

flew upwind over the landing
runway then made a sweeping
360-degree turn to a perfect
power-on landing that was a

marvel of precision and technique.

"The next day Charlie got up
early with the combat crews and

flew over occupied France with out

group. We chatted the night in the
officers' club" Charlie never

talked about his vast experien-

ces--only asking us questions of
formation flying and AA defensive
tactics. He made us feel important

islands, Mrs. Blair said.

Terming Mrs. Blair 'capable,
courageous. and energetic,""
Crosby said that Resorts is "de-

lighted that Mrs. Blair will con-
tinue on as president of Antilles
Air Boats."

Mrs. Blair who has served as

president since the death of her
husband, Capt. Charles F. Blair,

founder of the airlines, also

voiced her pleasure at the new

arrangement. "It was Captain
Blair's policy to reinvest all profit
into the company", she explain-

with us?

Mrs. Armstrong accepted the
offer gladly and has been flying
Antilles ever since. A 19-year

resident of St. Croix, Mrs.

Armstrong has watched the
growth of Antilles since that

February afternoon 15 years ago.
She also remembers too well

the days before AAB when we

count," she said. But she doen re-

member that first flight very well
indeed; she still even has the
'number one" ticket tucked

safely away in her summer home
in the Azores.

Among the passengers on that

flight was her good friend, former
St. Croix resident Mrs. Chessy

Cates. "Chessy dresses beau-

Antilles Pilots Fly 'em

looked forward to the days when
Charlie Blair came sauntering in

with a joke and a smile: the
veteran pilot who remembers how
Blair gave him his first chance to

fly a commercial airline; the

young air force pilot who
remembered the day Capt. Blair
shared the controls and "showed

me what flying is really all about;"
the old flying buddy who went to
work for the Civil Aeronautic Adm-

ministration and recalled one of his
first assignments was to route-
check Cant Blair

airplane looked up to Charlie Blair
as one of the great pioneers in

aviation. I was a young man in the

Eighth Air Force in the summer of

1944 just after D-Day when my
squadron commander asked me to

fly to London on a stand down day
to pick up a friend of his by the
name of Blair. I flew to London and

coming back to Bungay, Charlie
flew in the right seat and I flew in

the left seat. He had never been in

a B-24 before. I asked him if he
wanted to land and he said yes he

totaled, he flew well over 10 million

air miles. And he made friends

every mile of the way.

In short. Charles F. Blair lived

the kind of life most people only
dream of living, and he did it with

unfailing grace

RESORTS INTERNATIONAL

(Continued from page 4)

Blair in expanding and improving
the downtown-to-downtown

service among our beautiful

flight" and the growth of the
Goose since that memorable

two-flight inaugural.
PATTI ARMSTRONG

"I was in the right place at the
right time," Mrs. Armstrong re-
called of that first flight on the

new Antilles airline 15 years

ago. "I was on St. Thomas and

ran into Charlie Blair on the

street," she continued, "I asked

when the airline would begin

operation and he said, 'We can
start today. Want to fly to St.
John and back home to St Croix

run into Charlie and got a ride

home. But it was nevertheless a

very special trip for me and I'll
always remember with pleasure

the day I flew the Goose for the
first time.

BUNNY OLSEN

When the Goose took off for

its first official flight, Mrs. Bunny
Olsen was the passenger with
ticket number one. Today, she's
still Antilles Air Boats' number
one fan.

"I've flown the Goose so many
times. I couldn't possibly keepр

to prove it.

Mrs Olsen's loyalty to Antilles
is not limited to mere tales ot

the old days, however. Several

years ago, she designed a tiny
replica of the Goose as a charm
and had a New York jeweler

make them in gold. The Gooses
sold quickly, over 500 of them she
estimated. She still wears her

original Goose and prides herself when she lived in Bermuda that
that the replicas that followed she first met Capt. Blair years
never achieved the quite the ago.

grace of her own Goose-in-flight
design.

Mrs. Olsen, who just celebrated
her 31st year as a Cruzan (born

in Bermuda, she refers to herself
as a "Bermuda Onion"). It was

"He was a wonderful man and
a good friend. He made Antilles
a family affair for those of us who

were around when it all began,
she concluded.

Capt.Blair Made His Times
(Continued fron. Page 7) "Every guy who ever flew an the Nayy and Air Force. All

the passengers was Mrs. Patti

Armstrong. On Feb. 5, AAB
made its first official flight with

Capt. Blair at the controls and six

passengers in the cabin. Among

them was Mrs. Brenda (Bunny)
Olsen. Ever since these two

"first" flights, Mrs.Armstrong
and Mrs. Olsen have carried on a
good-natured debate about who

was the first Antilles passenger.
Debate or not, both have re-
mained loyal Antilles' supporters
to this very day. Following is
each's recollection of her "first

changed Virgin Islanders hfe-

style and greatly broadened
their horizons. That once "hor-

rible" trip between St. Croix and
St. Thomas is so easy and quick
today," she said.
As for that debate over who was

the first passenger, Mrs.
Armstrong had this to say:

"Let me put everyone's minds
at ease. Bunny was the first
official passenger. She has the
first ticket and made the first

official flight. I just happened to
come along the day before and

gerie boarding the Goose that
day." Mrs. Olsen recalled with a

chuckle.

Bunny Olsen laughs a good
deal. It's her nature. A candid
lady with a sassy sense of humor,

she is nothing if not forthright. Of
her 15-year running disagreement
with Mrs. Armstrong over who

was the first AAB passenger.

she stated flatly: What dis-

agreement? There's nothing to
disagree about. I was the first

passenger and I have the ticket

16

The first official Antilles flight was recreated for the airlines' 15th

anniversary party in February 1979. The flight went from St. Croix to

St. Thomas with (left to right) Mrs. Brenda "Bunny" Olsen, Mrs.
Blair and Mrs. Patti Armstrong aboard. Mrs. Olsen still holds the very
first ticket AAB ever sold

"First" Passenger

Was It Patti--Or Bunny?

AAB-9

One February 4, 1963 Charlie

Blair took some friends on a pre-
opening flight for his new com-
pany Antilles Air Boats. Among

had to sit at the airport for
hours" waiting for a flight. if

one materialized ot all. She also

firmly believes that Antilles has

tifully, everything just perfect. In
those days we had to board from a

boat and you had to get a little
boost up. I remember Chessy

fop oy lir ANTII








