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LAE, Papua New Guinea — In-
stead of a runway, it’s now a short-
cut from one side of town to anoth-

Beat-up cars and trucks
in no icular pattern, m

over lheir shoulders, ldds

chlsu;zlhelr friends:
use of the former ank\s':ydp where

Amelia Earhart was seen for the last
time when she took off on July 1,
X937 in her Lockheed Electra 10]

And when Linda Finch's nwly
identical Electra roared over the

nme runway Thursday, lhey

to watch, wave
me wishes. ‘l‘tn:‘u an eene
t, repeat itself.
C@I‘he thra!" exclaimed Lori Ec-

clesof. hio\nn Arbor, l\}lnchua mn-

's working e er
;:xysbmd Steve, and two chils

But for Reid Dennis, lhe San

pilot ol an eighb

rer Grumman

flight, it was a bittersweet moment.
'1 feel a little bit sad being here,”

P el officials had

pavement sproutmg weeds and
strewn with trash —

Finch lnnd there. But they m
sure when or if she'd arrive, so
Finch landed in nearby Nadzab, af-
ter the flyover.

Earhart was 39 when she disap-
peared without a trace over the Pa-
cific 20 hours and 2,500 miles after
her mid-morning takeoff from Lae.
She ran out of gas and never made it
to Howland a US. -
sion where she was to refuel.

, & San Antonio business-
woman, has six legs and 6,753 nau-
ualmﬂalehinhetneaﬂy%l)oo-

ing to clean up the old ursmp—
grass when Earhart used it but now

. She hns to
drop a wreath near Hx
Monday, arrive in Honolulu a lew

WORLD FLIGHT UPDBATE

Nautical miles fiown Thursday (Port Moresby o Nadzab): 175  Total flown: 16,131  To go: 6,759

Today, the Albatross crew

fiew in advance of Linda Finch

and co-pilot Peter Cousins
from Port Moresby to Lae,

Papua New Guinea. The most

later and return to her starting
t in Oakland, Calif,, the last
nml few 1o ling 1
el legs
and had only lhre:&s(g;sl left when
she took off from Lae.

“She had to be lerribly Thomesick,
terribly tired,” in e \s\'dhldl Earhart
spent two days e while waif
for favorable winds and repadgnng

¢ plane.
On‘l'hursdny. about 150 (And
ers — townspeople, the All
&lsse rs, town officials -nd Air
iugini staffers helping Finch with
her t — watched as she made a
jozen low, chest-throbbing
passa over the runway and disap-
peared over Huon Gulf at the end of
the airstrip.
She was perhaps 50 feet from the
ground and, Finch said, a bit
n.llrmed at first by the pople md
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Emotions mixed as plane buzzes path of legendary flier’s ﬁnal takeoif

Dennis on the ground to ask him to
clear lhe field. He told her it was
impossible. The townspeople yel
to approu:hlnf drivers to keep
lhem el

louds hung at the hori-
z?n. b:innd the blue-gray expanse
of sea, and it was to imagine
Earhart’s takeoff. Peoy

Earhart fly away
heavily loaded with fuel for the long
mg,ht rose slowly into the ur, then
dipj out of sight over the gulf
ore reaj in the distance.

It was spooky to watch Finch's

ane make a similar dip before fad-
ing into the distance.

“It was absolutely amazing that
she got the airplane up off,”
said Finch, who leaves the Nadzab
airfield today for the island nation
of Nauru. Finch will have a longer

runway and carry less fuel on a
shorter leg than Earhart did leaving

-
dbl l i i P W
ond- ggu cty n a u
anhe eofthethlcklored!ﬁ«:
msg the 1920s.

i ve years ago. 7
The mayor and governor fiastily
appeared as word of Finch'sdrrival

xmd They waved to Finclr'as she
indered by, then they )

the Nadzab airport to wei oo!ﬂe her
when she landed.

Steve Eccles. watching ch’s
family, most
Papua New Guinea natives proba-
ly don't realize who Earl was.
Helearned of her link to Laeshortly
after arriving 18 months ago.
“I thought, wow, d’m’sg‘l
nating. We didn't realize t
cance of it,” he said.

NATURAL SPORT

jrwuy

direct route would have taken
us through rugged mountains
that were shrouded in clouds,

COMFORT SANDALS

50 Albatross pilot Reld Dennis decided to take a safer but

© 3w

v

longer coastal route.

The landscape was spectacular. Lush greenery In swampy lowlands led up to foothills
@ hardiest foot trekker. You can still see

and jagged peaks that would be a challenge for th
ety . ion if you look hard enough.

an abandoned airstrip from World War Il nestled in the vegetat

But the highlight of the day was Linda making passes over the now-closed Lae airstrip
that Amelia Earhart took off from on her last flight, 60 years ago. | hired an aircraft for an

aerial view of the evel

When Linda landed al the nearby, Nadzab airport, she was met by a singing group from
the Tarawe Village, dressed In traditional village costumes. They greeted her with a wel-
coming song and marched with her to the airport gate.

Tomorrow, we have a nine-hour flight to the island naﬁon of
Nauru. We hope to be there by nightfall.

R ine oo

EDITOR'S NOTE: Many
nmspapns pu ts)wd
patche:
her
mission,
ran in 77|¢ Courant on]uly& 1937.

By AMELIA EARHART

Lae, New Guinea, July 1 — (AP)
—(Dela ed) — “Denmark is a m-

U.s.

on” and Lae, as attractive an
usual as it is, aj totworwers
just as co

ecln is poi !or our lonz&d

is weighted with gasoline and

ou to capacity. There is only one

runway and a parallel is to

take :‘ . However, t:tend wind ubm
ing the wro; threate:

clouds cons;fmd?; keep heronthe

Chronomchn not set
In addition, Frederick Noonan,
my navigator, has been unable, be-
of radio difficulties, to set his

celestial navigation, Howland is
su

ich a small spotin the
that every ald to locaung it must be

Despite
and dxsappoinmem ln not g
off this morning, m
enough enthuslasm to do some ex-
plodngbor native villages a few

We eommndeened a truck from

the native driver was ill with fever,

wesctomdongthedmroad We
rded a sparklinglittle river, which

merahenvynlnso common in the

tropics, can be turned into a verita-

bletorrent and drove throughalane

of grass taller than the truck. We

turned into a beaul cocoanut

mve before a village entrance. The
tives grow the cocoanuts m:

for their own use and few are ex-
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Earhart’s last dispatch one of foreboding
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3, 1937, edition

the pres: t{Ahxu'bo . Theytoldus
that much ol e land is really only
silt held together by tangled under-

. Along the rivers pieces of
“land” someumes break off and as
islands float hundreds of miles to
sea before disintegrating. Now and
then animals are trapped on them.
‘Then, of course, there is the ever
present jungle to lure one into ex-
ploring. rtorsea, ithas
a sm fascination for some har-
dy We shall try to get off
tomorrow although now we cannot
be home by the Fourth of July as we
had hopc«l

SALE 44.99

‘Journey”
$10 off, Comfort sandal in white,
black or camel. Reg. $55

ORDER ANYTIME CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-345-3637
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Charge it with Filene’s. We also welcome Visa, MasterCard and Discover
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‘Sale ends Monday, May 26, 1997. Szes 6-10M.

ONLY *65

“Roma”
Great value. In brown, black,
navy of stone. Leather/nubuck. =
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g

disappearance of Amelia
Earhart. The address is:
hittp://www.courant.com

women, the first I have glim)
One was bending. oveu small black
cooking vessel from whi promnd—
ed two enormous cabbages. I also
in&tu:ed a n:lmber l?!f cgnmﬂnr look-
vegetables wi are grown
hercahouu but much of the food
gﬂed My only purchnse
S

nary of pi for

. It was well worth the price
!o discover that all native women
are called Mary. lhndsomedxfﬁcul

in understandi; “to sew”
ouldbe"uwimup" e natives
have u;:e\r own names for mry-
thing. For
called “balus” or '

i

ones here, whlch have corrugated
surfaces. is smooth
and to the mnves membles tins in

from Enghnd Thererore,
known as the “biscuit bo;
Planelis npackod

Fred Noonan and I have worked
very hard in the last two days re-
pa
evel

ported from here for the
cial markets.

Village huts on stilts

The village was built more or lcss
around a central open plaza.
huts were on stilts, and undernenlh

pigs as “watch dogs.
said he hated to come home late at
night and admit being bitten by a
pig. Some of the huts have carvings
around under the uvu. grolesq;:
colored animals and
the most numerous.

mind me or (he work done by mme
African nat

In the vuhge were several native

the plane and eliminating
We have
even discarded as much personal

property as we can decently get
along without and henceforth pro-
to mv:'l‘gﬁner than ever be-
fore. I have ed only one brief-
uu. inwhk:h are ompupeu aswell

my extra and tooth-
bmsh All Fred Noonan has is a
small tin case which he picked up in
Africa. I notice it still rattles so it
cannot be packed very full. I wish
we could stay here peacefully and
get to know something of the coun-

try.
New Guinea is a country subject
to earthquakes, and I was told thata
uake only a year ago shifted sever-
acres of land into the bay forming
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