




The Grumman Mallard was produced in the late 1940s by the 

Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corporation of Bethpage, Long 

Island, New York. Most of the original 59 airplanes that were built 

were bought and flown as corporate aircraft. Many of those planes 

are still operated by their original owners. The Mallard, as originally 

conceived and designed, was to have an average empty weight of 

9400 lb and a gross weight of 12,750 lb. In actuality, most of them 

had an empty weight of around 9600 lb leaving a useful load of 

3150 lb. 

The water handling characteristics of the Mallard were as nearly 

perfect as could be expected of any aircraft. Likewise, the flight 

characteristics of the aircraft were superb. I really never knew of a 

pilot who flew the Mallard who did not think it was the finest 

aircraft he had ever flown. There was one drawback, however, and 

that was the useful load. A crew of two and ten passengers left only 

185 gallons of fuel or barely a three-hour range with no baggage. 

Many pilots dreamed of ways of getting the empty weight down. 

Few pilots complained about the performance, even with one engine 

out. The Pratt and Whitney 1340s really left nothing to be desired as 

far as reliability went. 

Potential 

As I flew my Grumman Widgeon, I looked at the pictures of 

Mallards and dreamed of the day I might own one. That dream was 

finally realized in 1961. I flew this aircraft all over Alaska, but the 

problem of useful load was constantly on my mind. When I saw the 

first model of the Pratt and Whitney Small Turbine, my enthusiasm 

began to grow. I am sure this thought was in the minds of many 

pilots of the Grumman Mallard. 

In 1964 I sold my Mallard to Mr. Ray Peterson of Northern Con

solidated Airlines, who arranged to put one of the early Pratt and 

Whitney PT6 turbines on the right side of N2974 and fly a test-bed 

program of about 50 hours, then remove the turbine and reinstal the 

R1340. Enough credit has not been given Ray Peterson, who is now 

president of Wein Consolidated Airlines of Anchorage, Alaska, for his 

Author taxies downwind (below) along the 
Washington Channel, Washington, D.C., and 
seconds later (right) gets Turbo-Mallard on 
the step for take-off to New York 

Turbo-m 
Last year, the New York City Department of Marine and Avi 

of amphibious aircraft for commuter transport in the densey 

many suitable stretches of water near the New England to 

reduce the pressure on landplane Stolports as presently conc 

Aerospace, who flew trials for the New York City authoritI 

turboprops. 

This interesting conversion was carried out by J. FRED FR 

Angwin, California. Here he discusses the engineering and ha
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