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'of Cordova into the Copper river

One of Alaska’s farthest reach-
{ing air carriers is Northern Con-
'solidated Airlines. the product of
| the merger of four bush airlines
'which had earned their “Grand-
| father Certificates”. issued oy the
Civil Aeronautics Board, as tiv re-
sult of pioneering in aerial trens-
portation in the vast reaches of Al-
s aska.

The scope of Northern Cousoli-
‘dated’s far-flung operations cvover
an area roughly the size of tne
state of Texas, with no rullroad or
highway system, completely depon-
dent upon air service for its yecar-
iround transportation needs.

' Northern Consolidated’s humble
!beginning may he traced back lo
! Harold Gillam's fiving exploits of
‘the late 20's and-early 30's. Gillam
the Gillam Airways,
whoze Fairbanks-Bethel route sub-
'sequently* became a part of the

! Northern Consolidated system, out

jarea as far back as 1930 pr.d 1931
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Northern Consolidated One of
Alaska's Pioneer Air Carriers

¢ in the basic pattern of ser-

han
3 Efferei although Harold Gill-

vice o
'am and Bert Ruoff were retiined
by the contractor charged with the

!reﬁpnnsihﬂity of quickly building

'up an airperi network for the de-|,

fense of Alaska. These two men
' aided in this project. pushing air.
i'pnrls through from the tip of the
i Aleutians through Western Alaska
' as far north as Nome. Gillam was
 killed near Ketchikan in 1943 in

the service of this company dur- |

' ing an instrument operation, which
' he had-pionecered in Alaska.

The Glllam mail service contin-
ued under the able direction of
‘Tom Appleton, an early-day affil-
|iate of Harold Gillam. Jim Dodson
'and Ray Petersen conlinued their

‘.r.en*i::es. maintaining the basic life-

line between the areas they served
and the railbelt during the war
years. All of the airlines operated
under AA-1 priority ratings, sery-
ing both the eivilian and military
needs. During this period 75% of
the service given by the Ray Pe-

First Service
It was not until 1835 that the
first service was rendered by Bert

i

| far Lhe mi

| Ruoff of the Bristol Bay Air Serv-

tersen Flying Service, alone, was
Ltary.

Radio In Use

Prior to 1939 all aircraft were.

ice and the Ray Petersen FIVIng) or single engine types‘of various

l

Service inlo the area now served
by Northern Consolidated Airlines,
Ruoff operaled from Anchoruge Lo
' the Bristol Bay aren. Petersen op-
craled from Bethel and the Good-
ews Bav area inld Anchorage.

In 1927, Harold Gillam was the

vintage operating without radio or
Lhe niceties enjoyed today. By 1939
all of the operators had managed
to insiall two-way radio in their
airplancs, with which they main-
taincd contact with their ground
stations, scattered al strategic will-

successful bidder for the Star
Roule Mail Contracl between Fair-
banks and Bethel, serving Inter-
mediale points, including McGralk, |
along the Kuskokwim river.

The Fairbanks-MceGrath portion
of Lhis route was pioneered by
Car! Ben Eielson under an experi-

imental airmail contract let by the
| post office department In 1924,
| These historic flighls are a lrcass

in the annals of aviation, were op-
erating profitably without subsidy,

ured tradition of Lthe post office de-
partment in its ploneering of the
airmal service in America.

In 1936 James D. Dodson organ-
ized the Jim Dodson Flying Service

ages throughout their areas.

By 1945 it became apparent that
as a result of the advent of radio
a2ids to navigalion and the avail-

' ability of instrument type aircraft,

that the economy of air service in
Alaska was due to change.

As a result, six years befare the
Civil Aeronautics Boaird recogniz-
ed the need for mergers, the four
carriers involved including Nor-
thern Airways, who had purchased
the mail certifieate from the Gill-
am estate: two local non-scheduled
services, Walatka Air Service, op-
erating in the Bristol Bay area,

operaling f[rom Falrbanks west-
ward Lo McGrath, the gold mining |

trict, ahd Noliato on the Yukon.
Alirlines Established

to Alaska, the four si=all airlines
had firmly established themselves
in the arcas they served and, rare

The only mail carrier in the group
was Gillam Airways, operating un-
der service rates negotiated direct-

camp of Flat in the Idilared dis-i‘

By the time World War IT came !

and Northern Air Service, a’'con-
tractor for the Coast and Geodetic
Survey, planned the consolidation
in its present form—bringing a

| total of six lines into the merger.

Ray Petersen, who had spark-
rlugged the entire deal was elect-
ed general manager of the airlines.

Today a total of 23 aircraft,
which inecludes DC-3's, a Consoli-

i daled PBY, and twin and single-en-

gine bush aircraft are included in
w&,gflegt of aircraft operated by

Iy with the post office department.
World War II brought little

Mail is carried on all routes ex-
cept Anchorage-Bristol Bay. The

|
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airline carried 190,971 ton miles of
all classes in 1852. Although the
arca served embraces a population
of less than 8,000 people, almost
20,000 passengers were carried |n
1952. as well as 361,296 ton mijles
of excess bSggage, express and
freight. Compare with this the 1948
figures of 9,600 passengers, 52,570
' ton miles of mail and 127,633 ton
' miles of exprlss and baggage. The
NCA routes total 3,022 miles, dijs. |
tributed among 57 mail steps and
about 50 other points serviced ip
western Alaska.




