Merged Airlines Now Serve 167 Stations

Ry Kay J. Kennedy

Wien Consolidated Aidines new
Boeing 737 twin jet service marks
another step in company growth
following closely the merger of
Wien Alaska Airlines and
Morthern Consofidated Aidines
April 1. The unlen of these two
pioneer “aviation™ families trace
their ancestries back Lo earl bush
pilot days and air services. Each
were among these pushing back
Alaska frontiers and laying the
foundations [or present day
aviatlon in Alagka.

Wien Consolidated Aidines ls
the largest Alaska-based air
camier, It serves 167 stathons,
primusily [n low-density areas,
connecting 8,500 route miles
covering approximately 500,000
square miles.

Greater Payload
Is New Feature
On 737 Twinjet

Through-step capability of the
111,000-pound vemion of the
Boeing 737 has been improved by
increasing thet s maximum
landing weight. short-Fn ge
jetliner now can dispatch with
greater payloads, land up to two
tons heavier and take off for the

East-west the system stretches
from Whitehorse and Odd Crow in
the Yukon to Gambell on St.
Lawrence [sland, 46 miles from
Siberin; south-north from Junesu
to Point Barrow.

Wien Alsska Alrlines was the
outgrowth of a seres of air
services operated by Noel Wien
who arrived to fly in the Temitory
of Alsska in 1924, He sstablished
the (st scheduled service in
Alaska—between Fairbanks and
Nome back in 1927. Noel was
joined by his brothes Ralph,
Fritz and Sigurd to ploneer
reguler sir semvice In the northermn

el

By 1935 Wien merged with
Northern Alr Trrbport of Nome.
In 1940 Sigurd took over the
presidency and management
from Mol Ferjuson Alrways of
Kotzebue was purchased about
1850. Byers Alrways was
scquired in 1956, the same year
that Pan American's
Fairbanks-Nome route was
transferred to Wien.

In 1953 elght more wpper
Yukon River stations had been
added. More bush routes were
awarded in the 1968 Intre- Alss ks
Route Case by the Qull
Aeronautics Board and in 1963
Wien scquired Pan Amerean's

Fairbanks-Whitehome-Juneau
route, thus bringing the Llotal
route milege to approxdimately
4,300 miles.

Wien plans flew the fmt
tourdsts to the Arctic during the
1930 to Wiseman and FL
Yukon villages and subsequently
developed & tour program which
now Ccarmies more than 5000
visitors annually fto
Nome-Kotzebue, Barmow, and Ft.
Yukon. :

Following World War II,
Raymond 1. Petersen, who had
arrived to fy in Alasks in 1834,
saw that the many little
individual alr services would pot
be able to survive in the pew
aviation era. He pulled logether
dx ol these ploneer companies
and later (1955) acquired a
seventh, Bristol Bay Air Service,
it & tax sale. The original six
were: Peterssen's own Pefernen
Fying Service, Jim Dodson Air
Service, Northerm Airways,
Walatka Alr Service, Gillam Air
and Northern Air Service.

Northern Comsalidated Airlines
wai [ncorporated in 1946 and
received CAB approval in 1947.
Additbonal bush roobe wene
awarded to the compeny in the
1958 Intra-Alaska Route Cese
aod in 1963 CAE awarded the

Anchorage-llliamna-Big
Mountein-Eing Salmoo-Dilling-
ham-Bethel route to NCA.
Recently CAB awarded a direct
Anchorage-Faltbanks route
suthority between Uhese two

Iargest Alaska ciths. Wien's
application for a Junesu-Minne-

apeolis-5t. Paul-Chicago route has .

been pending since 1966.

Both camriers have been alert to
new aircraft suitable for northem
flying. Each has been operatiog
FPilatus Porters and Twin Otters
for bush work. NCA also has a
Harland Short Skyvan.

Sigurd Wien is president of the
merged company snd Haymond
1. Petessen is chairman ol the
hoard, Other officers are;

Fritz Wien—Vice Prsiident,

Special Projects; Albert E.
Hagberg—Senior Vice
President/ Marketing, Luther P.
Frite—Vice President—Traflic &
Sales; Hessel Ragins—Assistant
Vice President, Traffic; Frank H
Whaley ~Assistant Vice
President/Intedine & Toun: Stu-
art B. Fitzhugh — Senior Vies
Pres. (Treasurer & [irector;
Wiliam B. Buordue—Assistant
Vice President Finance; Jerry G
Barnes -Assistant Treasurer:
Gardon R. Unwin—Assstant
Treasurer; W.R. Rice—Vice
President, Operstions; Ralph
Brumbaugh-Vice
President, Dperations, Northern
Ddvision; Alfred DuFaul—Vice
President/Maintenance; Victor R.
Davis—Secretary;, Mare A.
Petersen— Assistant Secretary.
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