PIONEERS OF AIR [_p_,—u—z_ |

TAKE OFF TODAY

FOR GUATEMALA |

Flight to Test Route from
Chicago.

BY WAYNE THOMIS.
ﬁh "rl"f-"
slrwsv—due zouth from Chicago to
Cortral Amierica down the Mississippl
VALLeY 0 '\-:m. Orlcans, La, and then
arvoss the 1,000 mlle wide Guif of
Neizo to C iatemala—will be made
todasy by two American alr transpor-
tation iines operating as a team, It
¢ another ploneering effort and fore-
casis establishment of regular soryv-
ke over the Toute.
Tha two companies are Chicago &
Sr thern Alzlinés and American Ex-
2t Alrlinex. The firat has been fly.

:.-.; from Chicago to Now Orleans)

for pearly elght years with an excel-
lent safely rocord. The socond i the
neuest trans-oceanic aviation com-
sary in tho United Statez, They
sra {ederal approval 10 bring Cht-
cazna vwithin 315 hours' f{lying timo of
virtually any polnt botween her¢e and
the Cannl Zone,

Flight Is for Survey I'urposes,
Today's ight is neing made {or sucs
vey purposes, Crowas will observe
conditiony on the route, tnke upper
plr goundingcs 1o obtain meteorolog.
el Information important In any
repular ocean fNyving service, and
rraxe thelr timeo  and distance estl
gates from which regular timetables
and operating schedules will be com:
poased. No effort will bo made to 1y
8 hugh speds

The route lles from Chicago 1o St.
Louis, Memphis, Jackson, Miss., and
e tne New Qrleans comblned ale and
g22 »ort on Lake Pontchartraln, This
¢f the route will be covered In
Cr..-a-_o and Southern’s Douglas nir
lirers. At New Orleans passengers.
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Route of proposed airway which
would put Chicago within 1§ hours’

flying time of Canal zone. First
trial flight will start from ¢ity
today.

will switch to fiylng boats oporated
by American Export Airlines.

Speady Ships to Be Used.

Tho first trips will- boe mado In a
twin-motored “commercial . version - of
the navy’'s long range Conzolldated
PEY fiying boats. Regular passenger
and possidbly majl service will be of.
{fered in. faster four-motor Sikorsky
Clipper type boats that ‘will ‘crulse
at 200 miles an hour with 16:to 25
passengers and threco tons of addl

tlonal ‘cargo,

These boats wlll strike out across

%
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the Gulf of Mexico on a_course that
seldom has been flown, never in regu-
lJar passenger seryvice. The navy and
a few Jong-rango alrplanes from Cen-
tral American repubdblics have made

the trip, which I« somewhat longer
than the New Orleans-Cuba - ‘direct

xroute.

Plancs to Cross Caribbean,
Tho first stop after New Orlcans
will' be at ‘Belize, In Eritish Hondu.
ras.
tinue¢ across one corner. of the Carib-
bean sea to Pucerto Barrios in Guate-
mala and will mtlko the final hop to

f

Panama canal without an iInterven.
fng landing. This tentative schedule
is subjec; to change and to factors
that may be uncovered in the survey
trips.

This reporter=—accepted as a mems
ber of the pioneering crew by federal
agencies—will have a first glimpse of
the route from the Consolidated boat.
I will leave thizs morning on a Chi
cago and Southern plane - for New
Orlcans. From there 1 will take off
for the gull flight with American Ex
port Airlines’ regular flight personnel,

Route o Ald Trade I'ositlon. ’

The- imporf{ance of the new route
i3 manifo}d, It provides Chlcago and
the 21 states of the Mississippl valley
with a - preferred position for trade
with Latin America. Instead of a
three day trip as at present via do-
mestic lines and- Pan American Aijr-
ways from - Erownsville, Tex,  and
Mexico, the shortcut makes ft a mat.
ter of hours,

American™ Export ‘lines - at Eelize,
at Yucrto Barrlos, and perhaps fater
at. Guatemala City, will connect with
TACA  {(Alr 'l‘rnnwpon of Ceontral
America), which it has just pur
chased, TACA opcrates a network
of routes  In Guatemala, llonduras,
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Costa Rica,
and Panama that will onable travel.
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From there the dboats will ¢con:|

l

ers swif{tly to g0 anywhere they wish
fn Central America,

The soxvice will add mother link
to. the hemisphere defense that al
rcady §s chlefly a matter of aviation.

The scaports and weather and radio|

stations that already are being con-
structed by American Export -Alrlines
and TACA will be availadle for army
or navy . air  fleets that oporalo in
Latin America.

This first flight §s to bo a quick
round trip.
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‘After one night in Cris-|!

tobal tho  plane will return north.|.

There probab!v wlll be 10 auch trips

j asked to approve. regular pas-
senger scnlcc.

BRITISH WARSHIP
TORPEDOED; SO S
SENT, ROME SAYS

_ROME, ,‘2’0\' 10 (A%.—A Stefan), ofti.
cial  Italian' news agency, dispatch
from Tangicr, Moroceo, sald tonight
that an'S. 0. S. call had been Inters
cepted adout 10 a, m. (3 a, m. Chicago
time)] from a British warship believed
o be a crulser torpedocd by an Jtalian
warship §n  the Mediterrancan off
Sicily.

arlice. an I(alian high ¢ommand
communique yeported a fierce atltack
by Italian bombing formations on a
British naval force In the central
Mcaditerrancan in which a battleship
and an aircraft carrier weore said to
have been hit and two British plancs
shot down,

On the African front, the commund.
Que admitted for the firsg time that
the Italtans had been forced to retreat
from Gallabat [on the EthiopianSudan
fronticr) after “ hot fighting ™ on Nov,
7, then announced that Gallabat was
recaptured  vesterday, A counter.

attack on Nov. 8 had fallcd, St was
ndmitted,
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