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‘Pink

World War Il Mustang
Big Help to Firefighters

By TERRY ORADY
Wearz-Mider Siziy Wriler

“Fairbanks — This is Four-
E:gnt Victor. I have spotited a|l
e, ..."

These have hkeen familiar
warce the past several sum-!
mers over the racdic loczted in
the dispaich office of the Bu-
reau of Land Mznagement fire

T e

|eantrol center
Road.

Since the 'Pink Lady,”
N3448V, a Werld War II =31
"Mustang' Ffghter, has been
used on tire patrol, the plane’s
pilots have spotled and plolteid
several hundred fires—most of
which have been extinguished |
before doing major damage. !

on Alrpoit,

its stunning paint job. ;
i Owned by Earl “Red”]
i Dodge of Anchorage, the plane.
'is leased and flown cach fire
season by the BLM. During
the past four years it has be-
come a [amiliar sight over all
of interier and western Alaska,

i speed of nearly 300
rmles an hour on the straight-|

News in
Brief

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6. R—
Dr. Frances Kelsey urged the
Senate Judiciary Commitiee!
today lc approve Presideni|away and mareuverability in
Keanedy's renuests for In-itight places has made the:
creased  feceral policing ol plane a key ‘ol in the BLM's
pessibly dangerous new drugs. |fight to combat wildfires in

Lady’ Spots Forest F

'The plane is nicknamed for!

Dr. Kelsey is the Food and
Drug Acministraiicn medica!
officer who blocked U.S. mar-
keting of thalidomide, a #ran-
guilizer waich some medical
men blame for maliormation!
of infants in Europe.

The House has delayed
acticn on a bill which would
re-apen  Nalional Service
Life Insurance for one year
to 16 million veterans.

The treasury is said to be
considering a  plan  which
vould give taxpayers the op-
ion of accepling income tax,
refunds in the form of savings
oends rather than cash.

A deep storm centered
some 3 miles north of
Shemya cootinued to bring
raln, drizzie and fog to the
Aleatian Chain and Alaska's
western coast from Bristol
Bay to Norton Sound todgy
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KNOXVILLE, Tennessce,
Aug. 6, “P — An American |
Airlines Electra erash-landed
as it came into the McGhee
Tyson Airport here in a rain- -
storm this afternoon, but air-
line officialg said no one was
injured. There were 66 pass.
engers and A crew of five
aboard.
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igive the craft a four hour

Alaska,

IL is powered by a 12 evlin-|
der engine that takes wup
roughly one-thed of the
plane’s length. Two auxiliare
wing tanks are attached

supply of fuel.

Many days the plane
called on to patrol more than|
1,000 miles following the track|
of fire producing thunder-
storms.,

At times it Is at 10,000 feet,!
pumping the undcr side of hign|
cumulus clouds; and at other|
times it is zooming low over
lake strewn flats, meandering
streams, tundra topped hills
and the knife like ridges of/
Alaska’s interior mountain
I'HI:E_:{!E.

When a fire is spotted the
pilot puts the “Pink Lady"
into a dive pulling up close tu
the pround, and zoing intan 2
series of tight turns, he checks
the way the fire is burning,
Then he will climb back up,|
and using nearby landmarks.
wiil plot the exacl lccation of
the blaze.

When thiz s done, the pilni
calls his information into Lhe
Fairbanks office. Here plans
are made for the initial attack
on the blaze, using the pilot's

"~

recommendations.
If the fire is small, then
Smokejumpers and Borate

Bombers will be sent. II it 1s
large. the blaze will be c¢lass-

\ificd as a2 project fire, and

handled on a larger scale.
Thanks to the speed of the

| "Pink Lady,” more and more

of the fires are being spotied

while =till gmall, and fewer -1.’]‘ eralurs at 11 a.m. 62, Sunrise |lor registration in the state,
the blazes are project size tomorrow J:11 a.m. and sun- |The [ist will be released in
when they are attacked. | set 3:41 p.m. 'about a week
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SCANNING FOR FIRES — John McCormick, chiof nilot
for the Bureau of Land Management in Alaska, is shown
in the cockpit of the World War I1 F51 fighter used in
Alaska as a fire patrol plane. McCormick, strapned into
the tiny cockpit with a shoulder harness, and wearing
special water filled earphones to muifle engine sound, is
shown scanning [or a suspected forest fire southeast of
Big Delta last Friday.

Wichifa Tournament Fund

Only $1,400 Short of Goal

The Wichita Travel Fund—|side Alaska Tours, $i00, and
the campaign to send the Gold|Fairdanks [nsurance Co., £50.
Panners to the nationzl i].ar:e-[:i Beucner sad S, T, "Bud”
ball championship sournament 2280 18 lﬁk:.qg e k .*:m
in Kansas — was only ab I_Pﬂq}:_;a :or presentation by the
I 5a% as oy about Fairbacks Squad to the Gov-
$1,400 short of its goal today.:

ernor of Kansas.
Team manager Red Boucher! Boucher has o notify Wich.
reporied the fund drive has

ita by Wednesday as 0 wheth
hit $5.601. Needed lo finance |’ Alaska will be represented
the trip: S7.000.

in the hig ‘ournament.
Contributions may be made!

hy check, made out to L“.E'Bﬂﬂrd EIEC"S
Wichita Travel Fund and sen* R ﬂberf crnw

in care of any of the three
barks in Fairbanks. Acting City Manager Robeit
Latest contributors are In-|Crew was elected president of
lhe slate Board cf Engineers
and Architects Examiners at
its annual meeting in Anchor-
age over the weekend.
Harold Galliett, of Anchor-
Partly clondy today, to. 'age, Wwas nlecll:ed viCe Dresi-
night and Tuesday. Low dert. Bjarne Olson, of Juneau,

: . . was re-elected secretary
temperature tonight 45; high s re-electec secretary of

; 1 the board.
tomorrow 70; low last night | The board approved a sub-
41; high yesterday 81. Temp- '
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stantial number of appiicants




