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Making
sense
of scents

Enjoli. Opium. Joy. Chaonel 19
Bil Blass. Charle. Blue Grass

Shaiimar. Arpege Malston
Ivaire. Magie Naire

Estee Lauwder Private Collection
Fini. Flare Danica. Charlie. Deores:
sence

Take & whifl

The scent of all those newly-
opened perfume botlles can be
“overwhelming. And i the gift you
received wasn't perfume. then
maybe it was cologne, dusting pow-
der, scented body lotion. or passibly
(5e mew, tres trendy (frogrant
candles
- Nomatter. Scented presents have
wraditionally placed high on every-
abe's gift lists and, it is safe 1o say,
here's something in the air.

According to fragrance experts
= yes. Virginia. there are fra-
BranCe experis — when it comes to
seents, mix and match doesa’t work.

Now it's not carved in stone that
vou stick to one scent exclusively
But do work with fragrances ihat
don’t clash. They should
complement

And certain fragrances are belter
for different occasions — or even
different times of the day. A heavy.
musky {ragrance |ust doesn’l seem
right warn at & PTA meeting, but on
the other hand, a light, floral splash
cah get lost in (e heady fragrances
found at & night ar the opera

Day scents include citrus-y fra-
prances, (Elizabeth Arder's Blue
Grass, for example) and suliry,
musky scents for mights (Oplum is
the most obvious example.)

Ko longer cun women get by with
@ drop of perfume behind the ear.

The wenl scent situation, & Gi-
wenchy Tepresentative told me last
wear, might involve use of a body
lation first, then dusting with pow-
der or talc, follawed by perfume or
cologne in the same scent

This “layering” of scent offers a
mare longlasting fragrance. An-
oiher aption is Lo start with a scent-
& mosturizer for early morning or
daytime appointments and wind up
wilh perfume — again the same
scent or a similar one — for after3,

meetings

The strongest form of fragrance
B perfume. A Guy Laroche facl
sheet notes that “the mare concen:
frated the fragrance (i.e., the more
essential pils it contains), the more
gxpensive the product.
_ For example, perfume is com-
pased of 15 to 20 percent of the
Onest essential oils, plus alcohol
Enu de perfume has 10 1o 12 per-
cent: eau de toilelie 4 1 A pereent,

cologne 1 to 3 percent

* Another fragrance expert is
Chanel's Jack Mausner, vice presi-
dent of research and development
He suggests “when testing & fra-
grance, apply to more than just the
pulse points. Apply on the wrists.
eibows, back of ear lohes. even
arms. and let it ‘settle’ for approxi-
mately 15 minues before evalual-
ing. This allows the alcohol 1o dissi-
pote so that the wearer can
appreciate the true character of the
scent and see how i reacts with
one’s individual body chemisty.™

Seents fall into the following
main groupings: Floral, Green
Motes, Oriental ar Spicy

Women make a statement with
fragrance. Remember Coco Chan-
l's tamous words. "Perfame is the
unseen, but unforgetiable, ultimate
iashion accessory.”
Wheca
Mardes
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New bestsellers: ‘How | found

a man so | could have a baby’

By Ann McFeatters
3o t winner da Lee'

s experience, still unusual although on

Having bables may be one of the
world's aldest iraditions, but the
haby boom peneration, torm be-
tween career and family. has only
recently grappled with it

This has led to an unprecedented
spate of books dealing not just with
how-10 subjects on pregnancy.
childbirth and child care bul also
with how to decide whether 1o have

me,”" she sa

says.

. i85 and didly dealt with

in her account of defying society. “This book is

ys, admitting in an interview that the

strong attacks aimed at her have been almost as
painful as writing the book,
“It still bothers people that | had an affair,”” she

2 baby and the emotional and lifes-
yle changes that go with habies
Linda Lee. a 3%year-old writer.
had men friends and 3 glamarous
New York life but no hushand and
na prospects of che when she was

Number of women having their first baby
over the age of 30

consumed with “baby hunger”
That's the current term for women
in the mid-20s to upper J0s who
want a baby. She chose a father. a
married man, had a baby and has
writlen about (he consequences in
“Out of Wedlock

Susan Lapinski and her husband.
Michael deCourcy Hinds. set out a
his-and-hers diary of their complex.
tamuliuous feelings from before
conception through the first year of |
parenting in their boak, "In A Fam-

iy Way

Deboral’ Insel hos
month-to-month  guide,
haod: Your First 1¥ Months." about
the’ feelings and emational adjust-
meni to mothering. Her hushand, a f%

staff peychiatrisi a1 the Natonal In-
stitutes of Mental Health, wrote the

-

%

hook's foreward, arguing “The pro-
cess of becaming a parent — that
ancient. primal rite — has been
almost toally overlooked.™

Ms. Lee’s experience. still unusu-
al although on the increase, is ex-

Number of women over 30 having a baby
out of wedlock

plicitly and candidly dealt with n
mer account of defying society
“This beok & me.” she says. admit-
HINg in An interview that the strong
atiacks aimed a1 her have been al-
minst 4 painful 28 wriling the bock
~It still hathers people that | had
an affair”* she says
The product of a correct but, she
says. umemotional upbringing in
North Branch. Minn., Linda Lee re-
belled, gaing fo New York to write.
She wrote successful navel
ralled “One By One” about super-
market paisonings. Nonetheless,
she had an almosi hand-to-mouth
existence when, after months of
planning. she became pregrant
The {ather of her child was mar-
ried. prominent and lived in a dif-

ferent city, able o see her and her
son only on rare occasions. As she
s<pecified, Be gave her na financial
heip. He died of cancer when her

She wraps ‘e

By

m S
Ta Tha Sum

CHRISTIANSTED, St Crodx — Twila Wikkan |s 6 feet
1all and has done more for the sarong than Dorothy
Lamaur

Tens of thousands of American wamen now wear
them because of Twila

She 15 33, @ string bean with a sense of Rumar. strakght
blonde hair and & head for business. Five years agn she
began importing sarongs from [ndonesia. She called her
company “Java Wraps™ and shured space with a florist
in a tiny shop in this US. Virgin Islands town. Last year
her firm grossed §2 million, She owns two shops here,
one in St Thomas, one in 51 Moarten, and supplies her
line 10 s10res on 30 islands from Trinkdad to Guam. and
1 about 300 resort shops from Florida 1o Maine. -

“0ur gross has doubled every year since we've heen
In business,” she says. “Bul this year we're COnserva-
tive. We expect only o 30 percent growth.”

Most business peaple would kill for giowih like that

The met profit isa't bad, either. She says that if &
sarong costs $10 in Indonesia, “you add 40 percent to
that for landing It in the U5, and then double the price.”
That means a sarong arriving in the U.S, for $14 sells for
s

Twila was barn in Missouri and grew up in Securiry.
Colo.. where her father was @ construclion worker. She
went to Colorado State University at Fort Collins, Calo.,
graduated in interior design “with a concentration in
lextiles” and got a Denver depariment store job as &
Junior designer, her first big-caty expesure

It was fun going into people’s homes 1o da cRrpels or
upholstery,” she says. “And | made good money.”

S0 good that in 1971, after a year on the job, she went
to Europe for three months, stopped en route home
“and fell in love with New York.” She answered the ad
of a firm starting to import goods and was seat 1o
Singapare, Indonesia and Africa “lo buy and design.
taking their motifs and stylizing them for the American
market.” She held that job more than three years, (ook
anather design job in London and ther “decided (o relax
and take & year off in the Virgin Islands. She brought
along her collection of antique sarongs “and everybody
here wanled to see them.”

She cleaned up a room at the rear of a Christiansted
nightspat and had a shaw, pricing the sarongs at $200 1o
$150 a piece. She says:

A gentléman approached me and asked whai I'd do
if someone offered $3,000 for the entire collection. |
sald I'd use §1,000 to pay off my car and the ofher 32,000
ta go back to Indonesia o buy some more. “Then the
deals done,” he sald, and wrotea check. We put ‘sold”
signs on evervihing "

s0m was about 2 years old. She says
she mourned him for a year.

Ms Lee saye the never worrled
abaut the marality of having o child
out of wedlock, only about the prac-
ncality of it. When she talks about
mer son. now 4, her eves Ight up and
she exults, “He's just wonderful.
He’s bright in the sense of being
intuitive and fun and full of
wonder "

She ecoffs at the charge fram her
erlics that she 15 narcissistic and
< people have cnil-
dren from seifish reasons.

Her son. she says, knows about
his father and thas far seems (o be

ner eves welling with tears

Ms. Lee says she wrote her story
@ Rer son would know about he
rooits If anything ever happened to
her and s she could “reach” ofher
people. Despate her competence af
supporting them both and her confi-
dence and happiness al her deci-
sion, she admils her yearning for
“eontact” wilh others. She dreams
of u husband and o hause full of
cnilaren

Abaul that she 15 ant opHimistic
The front end of the Baby boom
generation, she aotes, |5 short on
men, She has not dated for two
venrs, finding mos! men who are
eligibie i be either baring or goy.
At 1hks poing, she says, her nuAUring
snstincts are taken up with her son.
M Lapinski, 69 editor and free-
mce writer, and her hushand, a
porter for The New York Times,
were o happily married couple in
their early 305 when they stid poin-
fully into ihe decision to have a
baby

Theirs, o0, 1 a candid book and
has lefl some of their friends and
amily members upset, Hinds. ulti-
mately found that being @ father
churned up such ferment in him he
went inle psychoanalysis.

The couple found the whale pro-
cess of having a child — o daughter,
now (wo-and-a-hall — “exhilarating
and excrucinting.”

“Susie ond [ hnd & perfect rela-
tionship. Unatl 1| met her [ had a 1ot
of stirong self doubts,” Hinds says.
“§he made me feel very good about
myself,”

Claiming his own mother didn't

respond” to him. he found that he
acted in strange ways and needed
professional help when his own
child was barn. Affer his daughter's
birth “suddenly turned aur lives up-
side down and deprived me of o
rreat deal of Susie's healing atten-

tion, the emational mud began 1o
Fise fo the curface,” ne wrole

His wite found herself unpre-
ed for the “incessant time" be-
Ing & mother fakes as well as the
anxieties. physical changes and
emotional turbulence. She found
bersell with undercurrents of ten-
sion and resentment mixed with
euphoria.

One duy she wrote: =
g I'm proud to s
the diaper bog with al
stuff. Tipped the snawsuil without
the zipper gaing off the track and
scraped the cereal spatiers off the
table, walls and floor . all in 60
minutes flat). I'm sill wal for
my gold medal.”

In @n interview, Lapinski and
Hinds say they are now debating
whether o have a second child

The second child decsion is nlmaost
no different from the first-child de-
cision. Nat easy,” says Hinds

Adds Ms. Lapinski, "We're part of
the il generation. which rejected
a lot of our parenls’ ways bul has to
examine everything to death befare
we reinvent the wheel”

Deborah Insel’s first child was
born just six weeks after her mother
died. 5o she didn't know how much
of the emotional toll of becoming a
mother wis because she had just
Iost her awn. Later, talking o ofher
modhers, she found that for nearly
all af them, becoming a meiher Is &

: 1 was stunned by the
endless amaunt of wark and time it
took tn care far 2 newharn. | had ao
wden there would be s0 many sleep-
Iess. pights in a row or ihat [ would
want 1o be so totally given over to
the child

“I took what | thowught was o
surprisingly long time to recaver
physically. And | ogoalzed over
feeling that | would never be a sep-
arale person again. One moment |
resented my ean for what | felt was
his destruction of me; the next, |
was remareseful for blaming this
small person | loved so deeply. [ feit
aff-balance and mildly confused for
moaths.”

Saciety may he move accepnng
af unwed mothers. Bur carrying
childven oul of wediock s sl &
dangarous gama. Whis some un-
marmed women choass motfiar-
hpod wirhput marage and find
iess ressstance ihan they mght
have years age. an wnmarmed
sehoolteacher in New York faces
possible disrussal for bang preg-
nant angd “immoval  Srory. 30

m up, and they grab ‘em up

5te expecied sales resistance, especially from men,
t the sdea of tying on pieces of batik clath. There was
nane, though she hastily explains “the concepl’s been
around thousands of years.” The sarong is a paren in
South Amarica, lavelzva in the South Pacific, pariei in
Frenchspeaking Africo. and lorgt in Indi

“People fram ather islands began coming here in
hay.” she save “The first were from Torfala on ihe
British Virgine), It was a voung business: we had to dole
out the sarongs carefu

The florist offered 1o share space and soon wis
squeezed oul because the sarang business was so
Alocal lawyer became a partner and helped get bank
financing. At a critical moment Twila god 0 minority
laan from the Small ‘Business Adminsstration; ker mi-
narity was being female

‘e had people lining up to get in the shop.” Twila
recalls. “They wanted matching (hings. dresses, hikinis.
We were forced into the fashion business.™

Working with two New @leans shop owners, Twila
sel up a sewing village in Java to complement her batik
fabrics village. The work is a cotiage industry, done at
hame. The iwo villages are five hoers apart by road

“Duf production kas grown by leaps and bounds.” she
says “We have 3,000 peaple working at any given time
n Java g

By 1978 she'd produced a full line of batik ready-to-
wear — batik is the process of hand-printing textiles by
coating with wax the parts not 1o be dyed. Now, she aays.
the readyto-wear volume exceeds that of the sarongs
“We still Bave a difficult time getting enough sarongs,”
=he says. "We put limits on how many each store can
s

Twila has 54 employees, the majority of her ware- =

house and office here. She wears a sarong “almost all
the time.” Each sarong buyer gets an instrection pam-
phlet in haw to the the 2 yard and 213 -vard cloths. There
are instructions for men, too.

“There are aboul 10 ways 1o tie them,” Twila says. 1
adore the fabric. I1's so beautiful | can't cutstup.” Butin
Java. where she works six Lo eight weeks each summer,
“Ihe people use sarongs as skirts. They can’l expose
their shoulders because they're Moslems. | wear mine
the Tahitian way.~

And what happened to her criginal §3,000 collection
of antique sarongs®

“A year afer | began my business the gentleman
came 1o see me and said that if I'd let him keep three of
the best, he'd sell me back all the rest at the orignal
price. [ did and he did.”
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Wrapped up: Twia Wilson with a few of the sa-
rangs that have brought a itle bit of Tahit to women around
the world and success 1o thew producer. Wilson's small busi-
ness has the happy problem of hinding enough orders, not

esnouah buvers,




